The discussions during the conference focused on themes which were indicated by Member States as priority action. On the basis of the stimulating discussions the Presidency and the Commission conclude that there are common views on the following:
Indoor Air
The Action Plan stresses the importance of good quality of indoor air depending on outdoor air quality, indoor sources, ventilation and personal behaviour. Indoor pollution sources which cause risks to human health must be addressed by source control, ventilation and awareness raising. Guideline values may be a helpful tool to guarantee good indoor air quality. An European initiative should be launched to address indoor air pollution from the various indoor sources starting with emphasis on the improvement of building products and ventilation systems. -Across Europe smoking bans and other policies should be put in place to protect the general public from any exposure to tobacco smoke in public places, also protect employees at workplaces and particularly the unborn and children.
-With the aim of reducing emissions of hazardous substances from building products, testing and labeling procedures for building construction products should be further developed and harmonized at European level. This would enable people to identify low-emitting products.
-Adequate elimination of combustion products generated indoors, and good functioning of ventilation is essential for good indoor air quality. Measures to improve the design, maintenance and operation of ventilation systems should be promoted. Attention should be paid to ensure that ventilation systems themselves do not become a source of indoor air pollution.
Training and education
Promoting training of professionals and other stakeholders and improve organizational capacity in environment and health is of key importance.
-In 2005 an inventory of existing courses/training on Environmental and Health, should be made.
-International cooperation should be established to set up training programmes (with special focus on children) and stimulate professional development to increase the capacity (and number) of environmental health specialists at a national level.
-(Paediatric) environmental health speciality units should be supporting.
-Local environment and health networks should be established to assist local communities in coping with their surroundings.
Communication
-Citizens need to be taken seriously; information should be adequate to enable citizens to make well-informed decisions. -The factors effecting people's perception of risks should be identified and consecutively taken into account to allow better targeted risk communication. Attention should also be given to positive behaviours.
-In addressing risks communication should be systematically taken into account and in more situations two-way interaction ensuring participation is called for. -Citizens should have access to all available information in line with the Aarhus Convention.
Traffic pollution and the impact on health
Traffic and noise pollution have a severe impact on health. Mobility management, speed limits and control, advanced technology and stringent emissions standards, as well as stimulating sustainable mobility, in particular by physical activity such as cycling and walking are key elements to reduce mobility by transport. In order to ensure proper implementation these measures have to be undertaken and coordinated at different levels (EU, national and local). The vulnerability of children and their specific needs should be particularly taken in to account.
With these conference conclusions the ministers involved will be informed during the Health Council on 6 December and the Environment Council on 20 December. The Commission and the Member States will take this constructive contribution further in the putting into places of the actions which fall in the scope of the Action Plan. Therefore Member States encourage the international organizations and bodies involved as well as the future Presidencies to keep the issue high on the agenda. ***
